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Hello Adrienne,
Attached is the updated draft of the Carver briefing to be sent to other agencies and potentially the
public. FYI Ana Macernas (Asst. Director of EJ at DTSC) called me today to talk to me about Carver.
Specifically, she was interested in whether I had looked at the Metal recycling facility across the
street. I also told her about Robina’s concern over equal treatment of EJ communities in regards to
PCB’s as I believe this is an issue DTSC and US EPA will have to address in the near future. Of course, I
deferred technical questions about PCB’s and EPA’s regulatory responsibility of PCB’s to Steve
Armann.
Thanks,
-Eric
Eric Canteenwala
US EPA Region 9
Environmental Protection Specialist
Phone: 415-972-3932
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US EPA Region 9, Children’s Health Program



Carver Elementary Briefing Paper



I. Background

US EPA was contacted in April 2015 by former staff at Carver Elementary School, with several environment health concerns. Carver is located at 11150 Santa Rosalia St, Stanton, CA 90680 and was built in the late 1950’s and opened in 1960. Ms. Suwol of California Safe Schools has spoken to teachers and former staff and conveyed their concerns to both DTSC and US EPA. US EPA and DTSC have maintained close contact with each other and have worked with the California Department of Education, Orange County DPH, and Orange County Fire Department to research these concerns. 



II. Environmental health concerns raised to US EPA:

1. Jet black, slick, oily grass fields. EPA was told by at least three different people that the soil and playground grass was jet black. There were also concerns about the parking lot having an oily sheen on it when it rained. 

2. Leaking natural gas lines- Garden Grove School District has acknowledged that natural gas heating lines leaked in front of the school. Teachers also reported children falling asleep constantly in class. 

3. Removal of pesticide containing soil- GGSD voluntarily elected to conduct soil sampling for organochlorine pesticides, lead, and hydrocarbons. 

4. PCB’s –Disposal during renovation? Were PCB containing FLB’s disposed of as hazardous waste? Is there PCB containing caulk in the building? 

5. Compliance records of nearby facilities regulated by EPA, including metal recyclers.  

6. Lead and Asbestos Abatement during renovation

7. Community Cancer Concern- Several adult and pediatric cancers among staff and students were reported. 

8. Prior land use- Teachers were concerned that the school site area may have been used as train rail yard or as farms with heavy pesticide use prior to Carver being built in the early 60’s. 

9. Electromagnetic Radiation- Large power lines are behind the school. 

10. Socioeconomic factors- drug use and gang violence near the school. 

11. Birds falling out of trees and dying on school property.  





III. Summary of US EPA findings and actions to address environmental health concerns:



1. US EPA checked the California Department of Gas and Geothermal Resource’s well finder database and looked through the state’s historic archives. 2 wells were identified as close to Carver (approximately 500ft at the closest). Both wells were capped in the 1940’s. One well was further remediated in 1997 when a shopping center was built over it. An independent environmental consultant described this well as “a dry hole”. US EPA also contacted Anthony Martinez at the Orange County DPH Program manager for Industrial Clean ups, the local agency for which spills are reported to, to see if they had any record of a release. They did not. Please see attachment titled “Former oil wells adjacent to Carver” for more details. 

2. US EPA contacted several local agencies before identifying the Orange County Fire Department as the appropriate regulatory agency. An engineer from the fire department, Robert Distasso, contacted  Southern California Gas (utility company responsible for maintenance) to check maintenance records and for any irregularities in pressure that would indicate a leak. Southern California Gas confirmed that there are no high pressure natural gas lines within 1500ft of Carver, however, there are medium and low pressure gas lines that serve the school and nearby residences. Southern California Gas has inspected these pipes in accordance with their required maintenance schedule and no leaks have been reported.  GGSD hired a consultant to test the soil where the spill occurred for total petroleum hydrocarbons using EPA Method 8015B. (Please see attachment “Southern California Gas”)  

3. US EPA and DTSC reviewed soil sampling done by a 3rd party environmental consultant. Soil samples were taken at least 20 feet away from buildings and approximately 6 inches below ground surface. 106 cubic yards of soil were excavated. 

4. The GGSD Faculties department has said that the school will have all new LED lights and all new windows as well as a new HVAC system. EPA has not received written documentation of the completion of these renovations yet, but Margie Brown (facilities director at GGSD) will send them around 90 days after the renovation is complete (sometime around November).

5. US EPA checked the compliance history of several adjacent facilities using the ECHO and ICIS databases. This does not provide a complete picture because facilities may not have been inspected in the past 5 years by EPA and certain inspections done by the CUPA may not be included. 

6. GGSD provided US EPA with several reports of survey and abatement work completed by Cardinal Environmental consultants for both Lead and Asbestos. The records indicate that abatement was completed by certified and licensed firms. The disposal manifests were sent to DTSC for Asbestos removed in 2014. Additionally, the district tested the soil in four locations. Please see the “Lead and Asbestos Abatement” attachment for more details.

7. US EPA Children’s Health program contacted the Orange County Department of Public Health and spoke with Dr. Elena Martinez. Dr. Martinez is an Epidemiologist funded by the California Cancer Registry and has experience in investigating community cancer concerns. After performing a statistical analysis, Dr. Martinez concluded that there was no elevated statistical risk for any particular type of Cancer that was reported near Carver Elementary. Although tragic, the many different types (both pediatric and adult) and stages of cancers reported to the Registry indicate that that the cancers suffered by former staff and students at Carver Elementary cannot be linked to any particular environmental exposure with the provided data.

8. Using permit records that contained hand drawn maps drafted by DOGGR engineers in the 1940’s as well as aerial photos from the county archives it does appear that the area where Carver now stands was once farms. We have no information on what was grown there or what pesticides might have been used. DTSC and EPA reviewed 4 soil sampling results, which tested for 6 pesticides commonly used in California. After remediation by excavating 106 cubic yards of soil all samples taken were below the Regional Screening Level for Region 9.  

9. US EPA has no regulatory authority on this issue. GGSD elected to do EMF testing and the results show that the levels were within what the WHO has defined as “safe”.

10. While environmental health takes these factors into account, US EPA has no role in these issues.

11. The death of several birds occurred many years ago (approximately 2004). EPA does not have any role in this issue. Some teachers recall being told by vector control that the birds had eaten pesticides from a nearby farm, but were unconvinced due to the lack of farms in the immediate vicinity. 









IV. Environmental health issues to clarify with GGSD 

1. Disposal of PCB containing materials during renovations. 

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Removal of pesticide containing soil. 



 


